
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Study Number pre-deduplication: 

• PubMed: 851 

• Cochrane CENTRAL: 1609  

• Embase: 1073  

• Scopus: 2160  

• Web of Science: 959 

Total = 6652 

Records removed before screening: 
Duplicate records removed (n = 
2499) 
 

Records of Title-abstract screened 
(n = 4153) 

Records excluded: 
(n = 4029) 

Records of Full-text screened 
(n = 124) 

Reports assessed for eligibility 
(n =124) 

Reason n 

Compares two active surgical techniques against each other (no 
medical-management-only arm) 

16 

Evaluates a perioperative/adjunctive medical therapy (BP control, 
antiplatelet/anticoagulation, hemostatic agents, hyperbaric oxygen, TCM, 
nutrition, antibiotics) rather than surgery-vs-medical management 

15 

Review, commentary, meta-analysis, bibliometric analysis, or book 
chapter (not primary research) 

15 

Retrospective, secondary, or other non-randomized study design 12 

Off-topic — different condition entirely (TBI, SAH, ischemic stroke, 
general critical care, unrelated) 

7 

Conference abstract/meeting proceeding only, no full trial report 5 

Evaluates anesthesia/perioperative technique, not the surgical-vs-
medical comparison 

4 

Targets intraventricular hemorrhage (IVH) clot management, not 
parenchymal ICH evacuation 

4 

Duplicate/companion report of an already-counted trial 4 

Evaluates a surgical adjunct/technical tool, not the evacuation-vs-medical 
comparison 

3 

Intervention was decompressive craniectomy without hematoma 
evacuation, not meeting the evacuation-based intervention criterion 

1 

 Studies included in review 
(n = 22) 
Reports of included studies 
(n =38) 

Identification of studies via databases and registers 
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